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High Level Session on ‘ITU enabling the wireless ecosystem’  
WSIS Forum 2017, 12 June 2017, 16h30  
 

Mme Nacima Rachedi, Conseillère auprès de Madame la Ministre (on behalf of H.E. Mrs 

Houda-Imane Faraoun, Ministre de la Poste, des Télécommunications, des Technologies et 

du Numérique). Algérie 

 

Your excellence, Mr Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union, 

Ministers, 

Honourable participants, 

On behalf of my country, Algeria, I should like to thank the Secretary-General of ITU, my friend Mr 

Houlin Zhao, for his invitation to participate in the World Summit on the Information Society Forum, 

which remains the opportunity for all stakeholders in the world of telecommunications to converge 

towards a shared understanding of the issues involved in aligning the imperatives of technological 

development and the processes employed to achieve the sustainable development goals (SDGs). 

With the players involved in the regulation of radiocommunications and the radiocommunication 

industry gathered today to highlight the benefits of the wireless ecosystem, it is indeed high time we 

stressed the undeniable benefits of its impact on implementation of the SDGs. Nevertheless, and 

since we are indeed talking about sustainable development, it is also high time we identified the 

difficulties it may bring, not least in terms of investment in telecommunication infrastructures. 

The role played by ITU is undeniably important, and above all decisive, given ITU’s missions, 

particularly in regard to promoting the effective and harmonious use of spectrum and ITU’s 

development activities focused on diversifying services and the means employed to achieve a 

prosperous economy worldwide. 

In my country, the wireless ecosystem is evolving day by day, thus mobile telecommunications have 

been expanding considerably. Our market is one of the largest and most competitive on the African 

continent, with three telecommunication operators deploying GSM, 3G and 4G dynamically over the 

entire national territory. 

Algeria has taken up the major challenge in terms of investment and deployment of 

telecommunication infrastructures, in order to open up remote, sparsely populated areas and those 

with difficult terrains with the aim of ensuring equal access for all. 

It should be stressed that the Development Programme of the President of the Republic has 

established access to the Web as a right of all citizens, which is why the Government strives and 

spares no effort to put in place the means and mechanisms required to provide the population with 

access to a very high-speed, secure, resilient and robust telecommunication infrastructure that 

offers my fellow citizens a high-quality service nationwide, including in isolated and sparsely 

populated areas. 

In the course of 2016, the global mobile subscriber base exceeded 47 million, as compared with 43 

million in 2015, representing a rise of over 4 million in just one year, bringing the penetration rate to 
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over 117 per cent and reflecting the enthusiasm of a population of young people – our population – 

hungry for technologies. 

Both our operators and our regulator are aware that wireless telecommunications represent the 

future and the best means of ensuring widespread access, and they are therefore preparing for the 

arrival of 5G, particularly in terms of spectrum resources and deployment planning. 

Nevertheless, with regard to economic efficiency, it is also our role to measure the impacts of 

investments both past and future in two areas, both of equal importance. 

The continuous changes to standards that accompany each new technology are endured not only in 

my country but also in all the countries of my continent, Africa, where we shoulder the investment 

required to deploy infrastructure to the major profit of the equipment manufacturers, whose 

generated dividends do not benefit our economies. 

You will also agree that regulation of the content exchanged on the Web is not such as to encourage 

telecommunication operators to invest at sustained rates or governments to continue to finance 

infrastructure without seeing a positive return for the national economy. For as you know, it is 

pointless to regulate or legislate at national level for a global network. Pursuit of the SDGs and the 

proven efficiency of wireless networks should motivate ITU to ensure, in so far as possible, that 

technological development does not undermine infrastructure already deployed before it has been 

amortized. Otherwise, we may well be faced with the straightforward, inescapable bankruptcy of all 

initiatives aimed at bridging the digital divide. 

As part of the same context, it is not only the users and economic players that endure the frenetic 

changes in equipment deployed; it is also the environment, our planet, that sees its resources run 

dry and pollution run riot, as each year we replace thousands of tons of equipment for the benefit of 

a next generation offering just one more add-on – an add-on that is rarely vital or of paramount 

importance to humanity. 

4G certainly offers the cybernaut greater comfort, particularly for watching video. But have we 

measured the cost our planet pays in terms of non-renewable resources to introduce a 4G access 

infrastructure to replace the 3G infrastructure we have only just deployed? Is it worth the cost? 

ITU, as a United Nations agency, must strive for the good of humanity, and that good can derive only 

from that of the planet. It must do so even if it means making choices not necessarily matched to the 

economic models based on immediate profit. Adopting a new technology and deploying it at global 

level must be subject to it making a significant contribution to the human condition: saving lives, 

facilitating access to education where there are no schools, making access to healthcare more 

extensively available, … 

Secondly, it must be recognized that the security and treatment of the privacy of data over a 

wireless ecosystem currently represent the main weakness of such networks. The wireless 

ecosystem is of concern to all members of our societies undergoing an unprecedented digital 

transformation, and as today we prepare for a world dominated by interconnected objects, IoTs, it is 

important for us to equip ourselves with a collaborative and sovereign international body mandated 

to develop the technical means of protection required to tackle illegal intrusions into networks, 

particularly for fraudulent and even criminal purposes – a problem amplified by the arrival of the 

wireless ecosystem. 

Excellences, ladies and gentlemen 
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Today, wireless networks offer us the possibility of a connected world accessible to everyone. Let us 

not miss this opportunity. 

ITU provides the ideal framework for establishing dialogue at various levels. It should enable the 

efforts made by each State to cater for the expectations of the most underprivileged members of 

society in terms of access to new technologies and the emergence of national economies capable of 

effectively achieving the SDGs. 

This dialogue must be based on a spirit of collaboration that transcends borders and the tenets of 

commercial profit. We count on the contribution of ITU, which remains essential in ensuring that 

telecommunications can contribute to guaranteeing the well-being of all populations of the world, 

without exception. 

Thank you for your attention. 


